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SUBJ: FAO HANDLING OF ECOSOC RESOLUTION CALLING FOR ASSISTANCE 
TO PALESTINIANS 

FAO DIRECTOR-GENERAL SAOUMA, IN MY FIRST MEETING WITH 
HIM ON APRIL 18, RAISED THE SUBJECT OF THE ECOSOC RESO- 
LUTION CALLING ON UN SPECIALIZED AGENCIES TO PROVIDE 
ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINAINS. HE SAID HE IS OFFERING 
TRAINING AND SCHOLARSHIPS TO INDIVIDUALS, AND ASSISTANCE TO 
A POSSIBLE PALESTINIAN UNIVERSITY, BUT IS DEALYING 
RESPONSE TO REQUESTS TO SEND MISSIONS. HE REMINDED ME 
THAT HE IS A LEBANESE MARONITE CHRISTIAN, AND SAID HE 
KNOWS HOW TO HANDLE SUCH MATTERS TACTFULLY. HE SAID 
COUNSELOR DOUEK OF THE ISRAELI EMBASSY HAS ALSO BEEN 
INFORMED OF HIS INTENTIONS. SAOUMA ASKED THAT WE NOT 
TALK WITH ANYONE ELSE IN FAO ABOUT THIS PROBLEM, 

BECAUSE HE IS HANDLING IT PERSONALLY.GARDNER 
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